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In-vitro baby boom boosts business in North Texas

More babies were born from in-vitro fertilization in the
United States in 2012 than ever before, and North Texas
fertility clinics are mirroring the national trend, according
to a new study out this week and physicians in the field.

There’s strong demand for fertility services in the Dallas-
Fort Worth area, Dr. Samuel J. Chantilis of the Dallas-
Fort Worth Fertility Associates told me in an interview.
Ten years ago there were seven in-vitro fertilization labs,
and that number has now doubled, said Chantilis, who
has been in the business for 21 years.

More than 4,000 procedures involving IVF were
conducted in 2012 in North Texas, according to the
most recent statistics available.

Chantilis said his practice performed 631 IVF procedures
in 2012. He hasn’t tallied the number for 2013, but he
said it will will be higher.

The improving economy is one reason for the increase,
Chantilis said. In-vitro fertilization typically isn’t covered
by health insurance, so parents-to-be must use
discretionary income for the procedure, which runs about
$12,000 including medications, Chantilis said.

“When the DOW is at 8,500, people typically have less
discretionary income than when the DOW is at 16,000,”
he said.

Nationwide, 165,172 procedures involving IVF were performed by 379 clinics that are members of the Society for
Assisted Reproductive Technology, according to a SART study released Feb. 17. These procedures resulted in the
births of 61,740 babies, an increase of more than 2000 infants from 2011.

There were an estimated 3.9 million babies born in the country in 2012, meaning IVF babies now constitute more
than1.5 percent of all births.

It’s the largest number of procedures, babies and percentage of babies born through IVF ever reported.
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Chantilis said his colleagues on the East and West coasts saw 10-percent to 20-percent declines in IVF procedures
when the economy tanked because of the recession, but physicians in most parts of the Lone Star State, including
North Texas, held stable.

Still, he characterized the fertility treatment business in North Texas as “extremely competitive,” as new physicians
relocate or set up shop here because of the demand.

In addition the record numbers, another positive trend maintained momentum in 2012, Chantilis said. Fewer embryos
per cycle were transferred and more parents-to-be opted for single embryo transfer, leading to a reduction in the
number of twin and triplet births, he said.

Reducing multiple births, which can be risky for mothers and children, has been a major focus of IVF physicians,
Chantilis said.

Bill covers health care, law and education.


